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Ignorance may be bliss, but not at a heavily kited beach or reef break where
everyone knows and expects a lot from each other. Wave etiquette is what
maintains the peace and maximizes the fun for everyone. The rules of etiquette are
rarely written and are usually implied but they most definitely exist, and failure to
figure it out before you jump in can get you into some trouble. When the new guy
ruins someone’s wave for the second or third time and ends up on the receiving end
of a verbal beating, that’s not localism. It's in fact a not so subtle invitation to get
with the program, because it's expected that you know before you go.

The exact rules can be slightly different at each local spot, but my experience is that
most kiters are approachable, especially if you're deferring to their local knowledge
and your intentions are to understand the rotation and fit in rather than disrupt

the lineup on the water. Our rules of etiquette come from windsurfing as opposed

to surfing. Kiters, like windsurfers, are always in motion, seeking out waves and
claiming them on the outside before they break. From this evolves a natural rotation
around the wind direction and waves. The implied rules maintain the efficiency and
fairness of the rotation. Etiquette in the waves can be broken down to two concepts:
Knowing when it’s your wave and knowing how to get out of the way when its not.

The rotation is generally democratic and fair. The kiter that goes out the farthest
e —
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THE PEACE:

‘Kltesurfmg Wave Ethuette )

By Brendan Richards/sckitesurfing.com

o

and catches the wave the earliest gets the wave. Short-tacking closer to the peak
doesn’t create priority. Unfortunately, it’s not always that cut and dry as kiters
move quickly and various scenarios will arise, but as long as you find a balance
between give and take, you shouldn’t have any problems. Perceived slights and
stand offs rarely get you anywhere positive. Letting waves go or waving others on
while settling for non set waves will get you a lot farther, especially as a new face
in the crowd.

The efficiency of the rotation depends on each person riding their wave and

then quickly getting out of the way. Skill level is worth consideration as routinely
dropping your kite in the lineup or fumbling through the lineup won’t make you any
friends. As you kick out of a wave, it helps to dive your kite and book it through the
impact zone nice and early to signal to other kiters they can focus on riding their
wave instead of avoiding you. Losing some upwind ground or doing a last minute
chicken jibe back to the inside can be a small price to pay for a quick and courteous
exit. Simple concepts such as kite placement when crossing paths (downwind kiter
lowers his kite, upwind kiter raises her kite) help minimize the space you take up in
the lineup and are essential to the smooth flow. With a minimum of skill, awareness,
and a good dose of deference toward others you will find yourself in a happier place
both in the lineup and on the beach.

-

Author Brendan Richards scored this wave by claiming it on the
outside and riding it all the way in. Photo David DeVries

TIPS FOR GETTING YOUR WAVE

o Kite far outside and look for sets, turn on what
looks like a wave and do your best to stay on top
of the wave until it breaks
Sometimes you might have to give up a wave to
someone else when priority isn’t 100% clear. This
helps keep things civil and usually someone else
will return the favor.
If the wave you selected doesn’t pan out to be
the wave you wanted, don’t slog off the back
and try to claim the one behind it. That wave
is probably already claimed and doing this is a
great way to make enemies.

TIPS FOR GETTING OUT OF THE WAY

¢ The kiter on the wave has priority. In the surf, no
one cares about starboard right of way.
Keep your head up and be aware of what’s going
on around you. Ignorance is not an excuse.
If you’re heading out keep an eye on the rotation.
If you’re potentially in the way of someone’s
wave, either bear off in advance to get clear or
chicken jibe back towards the beach.

In a tight rotation, kite placement when passing

otherkiters is essential. Keeping your kite lower

or higher in the window indicates your intentions
nd streamlines the rotation.




Bonetti charges at Marquez. Photo DeeDee

Cynthia Brown loves to get
dressed up every once in a while.
Photo Kunta Kenta Forrest

Laura Maher is not only a great rider but
she is also the official hairstylist for The
Kiteboarder team. Photo Paul Lang

Brandon Cordina throws down in

WI N N I N G P H OTO L= =y - Chucktown. Photo Steve Cordina
Submit your photos of “local Qyﬁ c% -~ - - e ————

homies"” riding at your home & = -1 ) . :
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killer T-shirt from Transcend % |

Kiteboarding! E-mail ég
paul@thekiteboarder.com Ebn B

Danny Alvarez grabs in La Ventana. /
Photo Paul Lang F

Bill Tai during the 2011 Mai Tai
Hits the Snow in Park City.
Photo Steve Gibson

s out a manly scream during the
ana Classic Big Air/0ld School
petition. Photo Paul Lang
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Desert Wind Kiteboarding

(907) 2991119 Az
Action Watersports

(310) 827-2233 CA
Airtime Kiteboarding

(818) 554-7573 CA
Aquan Watersport
(650)593-6060 CA

Australian Kitesurf Academy

(714) 955-7832 =2 O CA

Bay Area Kitesurf

(415) 573-2619 CA

Board Sports

(510) THE-WAVE CA

Board Sports

(415) 929-SURF CA

CaliKites

(619) 522-9575 CA

Captain Kirk’s

(310) 833-3397 CA

Delta Windsurf Company

(831) 429-6051 CA

Helm Sports

(650)344-2711 CA
HOW SAFE i

YOUR INSTRUCTOR?

Is your instructor or school
insured? Have they been
through an internationally

recognized, certified instruction
program? While insurance and

certification don’t guarantee

you quality or safe instruction,
they certainly can help you
wade through and better
evaluate your options. Look for

the symbols by the listing to

see what certifications a shop

or school might have and if
they have you covered!

If you want your shop or
school to be recognized as
having certified instructors

and/or insurance, email

marina@thekiteboarder.com

THE KiTEBGARDER
CERTIFIED SCHEGLS

LEGEND
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INSURANCE
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CERTIFIED
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Inflight Surf and Sail
(562) 493-3661

Kite Country

(619) 226-4421

Kitegearboxx.com == ©

(888) 411-0732
Kitesurfari =slll )
(714) 964-5483

Kite Naked

(209) 304-2200
KiteWindSurf

(510) 522-WIND
Live2Kite

(415) 722-7884

Long Beach

Windsurf Center

(562) 433-1014

Mako Surf Skate Snow
(949) 367-1300
Malibu Kitesurfing
(310) 430-KITE

Manta Wind & Water Sports

(858) 270-7222
Monkey Air

(310) 457-6896
Murrays

(800) 786-7245 x23
Offshore Surf Co.
(760) 729-4934
Kite School

(650) 960-1721
Solutions

(805) 773-5991
Soul Performance
(310) 370-1428
Sky Kitesurfing School
(925) 455-4008
VELA

(800) 223-5443
Wind over

Water Kiteboarding
(650) 218-6023
Kite Island

(925) 212-2915
Xdream Sportz
(858) 481-9283
Xstreamline Sports
(310) 518-1972
Xtreme Big Air
(805) 773-9200

Colorado Kite Force
(970) 485-3300
GAYLAN'S

(720) 887-0900

GG Wind Kiteboarding
(970) 389-0683

Into the Wind

(303) 449-5906
Larson’s Ski and Sport
(303) 423-0654

Fuze Kiteboarding
(303) 683-5033

PKS

(970) 376-3159
Snowkite Steamboat
(970) 819-2997
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Orbit Marine Sports

(203) 333-3483 CT
Tri State Kites

(800) 510-0865 CT
7 Kiteboarding

(305) 664-4055 FL
Ace Performer

(239) 489-3513 FL
Bloodline Boardshop

(321) 254-4668 FL
Big Kite Miami

(305) 303-4107 FL
East Coast Kiteboarding

(954) 295-5778 FL
Emerald Coast Kiteboarding
(850) 235-2444 FL
Extreme Kites

(904) 461-9415 FL
Extreme Sports

(321) 779-4228 FL
Jupiter Kiteboarding

(561) 373-4445 FL
Key West Kiteboarding

(305) 407-6748 FL
Kiteboarding Tampa Bay

(813) 389-3683 FL

Ft. Lauderdale Kitesurfing Co.

(954) 410-5419 FL
Good Breeze <o @
Kiteboarding

(321) 613-3737 FL

Island Style Wind & Watersports

Water Monkey Kiteboarding
(727) 481-3637
Watersports West

(888) 401-5080 FL
XL Kites

(866) 955-4837 FL
Xrated Kiteboarding

(888) 401-5080 FL

All Qut =l = ()
Kiteboarding

(912) 234-8260 GA
High Tide Surf Shop
(912) 786-6556 GA
Locus Kiteboarding

(404) 509-4229 GA
Hanag20

Kiteboarding

(912) 223-7856 GA

Action Sports =2 ()
Maui

(808) 871-5857 HI
Caveman Kitesurfing
(808) 389-4004 HI
Extreme Sports Maui
(808) 871-7954 HI
Hawaiian Island

Surf & Sport

(808) 871-4981 HI
Hawaiian Watersports
(808) 262-KITE HI
Kailua Sailboards

(808) 262-2555 HI
Kite High

(808) 637-5483 HI

Kitie— Paddle —Walke

Kiteboarding School
of Maui
(808) 873-0015

HI

When you need
rubber to ride...

(941) 954-1009 FL
Island Surf and Sail

(954) 927-7002 FL
Kiteboarding Tampa Bay

(813) 389-3683 FL
Kite Surf the Earth

(888) 819-5483 FL
Kite World

(321) 725-8336 FL
KGB Kiteboarding

(904) 434-8987 FL
1st Coast Kiting

(904) 424-2721 FL
Learn 2 Fly

(386) 986-9637 FL
Liquid Surf & Sail

(850) 664-5731 FL
KiteMare

(877) 829-0015 FL
Miami Kiteboarding Inc.

(305) 345-9974 FL
Otherside Boardsports

(305) 853-9728 FL
The Kite Shop

(305) 361-0168 FL

Sandy Point Progressive Sports

(386) 756-7564 FL
Ski Rixen

(954) 429-0215 FL
Tampa Bay Kiteboarding

(727) 798-2484 FL
Triton Kiteboarding == &
(727) 453-9577 FL

Maui Kiteboarding
Lessons

(808) 242-8015 HI
Naish Maui

Pro Center

(808) 871-1500 HI
Naish Hawaii

(808) 262-6068

Off Da Lip

(808) 255-6255

Second Wind

(808) 877-7467

Vela Maui

(800) 223-5443

Groud Zero
(208) 265-6714
Fly Sun Valley
(208) 726-3332

Windward Sports
(773) 472-6868
Chicago Kiteboarder
(312) 804-5482

WETSUIT.COM

HI

HI

HI

Air Support Kiteboarding
(866) Kite-Cod
Kitesite.net

(508) 398-1333
Skyhigh Kiteboarding
School

(508) 259-2728

H2AIR Productions
(302) 227-1105

Broneah Kiteboarding
(231) 392-2212
Detroit Kiteboarding
(248) 245-5016

I-877-FIY-GURF

MA

MA

MA

MD

Mi

Mi

Grand Bay Kite Co.

(231) 929-0607 Mi
Great Lakes

Kiteboarding

(586) 822-6511 Mi
Maclnaw Kite Co.

(800) 622-4655 Mi
Tawas Board Riders

(989) 362-9906 M
Motor City —=saili O
Kiteboarding

(586) 943-5172 Ml
Sharkless Kiteboarding

(269) 639-SURF Mi
Uncle Doug’s

Kiteboarding

(810) 985-3732 M
Scuba Center Wind/Kite

(612) 925-4818 MN
North Star Kiteboarding

(612) 940-6639 MN
Midwest Mountaineering

(612) 339-3433 MN
LAKAWA Kiteboarding

(612) 296-3201 MN
Get Air

(228) 209-1204 MS
Gulfport Boardsports &

(228) 596-1936 MS
Underground Kitesports

(406) 546-2709 MT

Blowing in the Wind

(910) 763-1730 NC
Cape Fear Kiteboarding €
(910) 201-4002 NC
Kiteboarding Hatteras

(252) 995-5000 NC

Kitty Hawk =il 5
Kiteboarding Centers

(877) FLY-THIS NC
Outer Banks Kiting i=o ©
(252) 305-6839 NC
Real Kiteboarding

(866) 732-5548 NC
Wind Toys USA

(910) 328-5483 NC
Wind Toys Il

(252) 393-1300 NC

Powerline Sports

(888) 987-WIND NH
Extreme Windsurfing
(610) 807-9493 NJ

Green Hat Kiteboarding

(718) 577-1256 sl (==

Heritage Surf & Sport
(609) 263-3033
Island Surf and Sail
(609) 494-5553

Kitesurf Vegas
(702) 493-9245
Windsports
(702) 220-4340

Best Kiteboarding Center

(631) 691-0793

Curtis Sport Connection
(716) 627-2247

Island Riders

(631) 608-0366

Main Beach Surf & Sports

(631) 537-2716

Myers

(716) 751-6511
Skywalk Kiteboarding
(631) 324-4450
Windsurfing Hamptons
(613) 283-9463

Rick’s Surf Shop
(631)581-9424

Red Sky Surf & Snow
(419) 536-3204
River Sports

(440) 333-8138

Thomasons Sports Kites
(580) 796-2359

2nd Wind Sports
(541) 386-4464
Air-Time

(541) 387-3910

Big Winds

(888) 509-4210
Brian’s Windsurfing/
Kitesurfing

(541) 386-1423
Cleanline Surf

(888) 546-6176
Floras Lake Windsurfing
(541) 348-9912
Gorge Surf Shop
(800) 957-4978
Hood River Waterplay
(541) 386-WIND

Kite-Line sl /= O

(888) 714-9849

Kite the Gorge

(541) 490-4926
Lincoln City Surf Shop
(541) 996-7433
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New Wind

(541) 387-2440
Pacific Wave

(503) 861-0866
Windance Boardshop
(541) 386-2131

Kitesurfing Puerto Rico
(787) 374-5329
Velauno

(787) 728-8716

Northwind Sports
(401) 254-4295

Half Moon Outfitters
(843) 881-9472
Catch Some Air
(843) 388-9300

Pro Peak Sports
(605) 341-5445

Air Padre Kiteboarding
(956) 299-WIND

Pro Kitesurf

(361) 883-1473

South Coast Kiteboarding

(361) 949-3278

S. Padre IslandKiteboarding

(956) 245-8343

S. Padre Kiteboarding
(956) 761-1434
Warming Hut

Ski & Board

(972) 234-6088

XL Kites, Dallas

(817) 676-7842
XLKites, Houston
(877) 955-4837

XL Kites, Padre Island
(866) 957-2373

Zero Gravity
Kiteboarding

(361) 949-0266

Cloud 9 Soaring Center
(801) 576-6460
Kiteutah.com

(435) 462-5303

Southeast Expeditions
(877) 943-8548

North by Northwest Surf Co.

(360) 452-5144
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Seattle Kiteboarding
Center

(206) 779-3272
Urban Surf
(206) 545-9463
Wiley’s Water
Ski Shop

(206) 762-1300
Wind Flow
(877) 211-3524
Evo

(206) 973-4470
Bellingham
Kiteboarding
(360) 441-7577

WA

WA

WA

WA

WA

WA

Adventure Kiteboarding

(414) 760-1493

Coontail Watersports

(715) 385-0250
Kite-Riders

(608) 273-1817
Southport Rigging
Company

(262) 652-5434
The Board Shop
(262) 248-1703

Hoback Sports
(307) 733-5335
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INSURANCE.COM

Ask any question about kiteboarding
we will have an answer

Kiteforum.com

Forum - Videos - Beaches

wiww. kiteforum.com

world’s leading international kiteforunm
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http://www.jupiterkiteboarding.com
http://wetsuit.com
http://www.sportsinsurance.com
http://www.kiteforum.com
http://www.kurtisusa.com

You think
- - it’s a
| JOKE?!

Jim Bison finds himself in a compromising
~situation during the Big Air/0ld School
competition in La Ventana. Photo Paul Lang

: IN FRONT
GOT A GREAT WIPE OUT SHOT?
EMAIL: PAUL@THEKITEBOARDER.COM
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Dave Tyburski goes down. —
Photo Paul Lang

anm_kuiau-togk his own adviceand Vilius Laurinacivius loses track of up and down. Photo
remembered to let go. PhetoPaullang o«  WWCCHITTETEA WEAT

NEW DEAD SERIOUS TWINTIPS - .
134 /138 / 142 . - www.wainmanhawaii.com


http://www.wainmanhawaii.com
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SIZES: 5/6/7/8/9/10/11 /12 /14

- LOADED 5TH LINE CONCEPT
- FLOATING STRUT

- DIRECT STEERING EVEN WHEN DEPOWERED
EXCLUSIVE BY NORTH - SHORT AND DIRECT DEPOWER
TECHNO FORCE |12 - SMOOTH, SEAMLESS POWER STROKE

ripers Sky Solbach, Thomas Paris, Reno Romeu, Jeremy Eloy, Cesar Portas
protos Adam Koch, Tracy Kraft, Stephane Fournet, Mamat cHeck out WWW.NORTHKITES.COM


http://www.northkites.com



